The significance of haematomas of the basal ganglia in closed head injury.
In a large series of patients with severe closed head injury, 26 (3.2%) had haematomas of the basal ganglia. It is suggested that such haematomas indicate primary brain damage, being part of the spectrum of lesions that may be seen in diffuse axonal injury. Clinical outcome was found to depend on the pattern of brain damage, notably on the additional presence of contusions or of other computed tomographic (CT) evidence of diffuse axonal injury.